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Hough, in th enſuing Letter the R- 
verend Mr. Alſop is brought in Con- 
futing ſome ot thoſe Errors,” which 
are in Mr. Williams's W rizings, and have 
been Countenanced by his Subſcriprion, and 
the Defence he has written for him ; yer it 
ought not to ſurprize thee. For, it*s Pro» 
bable, he may plead Preſcription, and upon 
this Foundation lay a claim to the Privi- 
ledge of conrradifting whatſoever himſelf 
faith, or doth. His {ublcription to the Telſti- 
monial before Mr M/{fiamos Book, Intituled; 


—_ Truth Stated, in theſe wordls, We 
> A SEES Judge, 


OS - Ps: Lt Ws 
\ \ F ; - I ot 
*4 - VG 1 WG 
wot b % 9377 © :In.'s ry 
aw. 
©" "a 
S., 


3* I \ T7 34 "TOE 23-48 . 
- LOSS * CLIPY 
5H 7 4g . : 
: L 6 Y waEy. 
© 5 Wt 
+ : . aa.” Cem I 7% P- LG 
+ +2, Ear. A SIE DS 4. XY x6 4.5. 42% 5 4 


Þ n 44 oO q - 4 IO [4 
"224 TR Re EI PO exF5 5 de 22. 3 $4 Ty 
; Je? . 2h ee ng SS ICT 
« Od gl : ER Re a 
. * 14 2 
ES 


To the Reader. 
7udze, that our Reverend. Brother hath for- | 
the {ubſtance, Rightly Stated the Truth and. 
Errors mentioned as ſuch; then thus to it, 
that be bath in all that is Material, Rightly 
and Fully Stated them ; And again his De-- 
claration in the prefence of Dr. Bates, Mr, 
How, and others, .thpt be ſubſcribed only to 
the Right ſtating of the Truths and Errors, 
thinking or. believing, or not doubting, that 
; there are Errors amongſt what be calls 1'rath ; 
F- and ſome Truths Repreſented by bim to be 
f Errors, and yet an Error as well as a Truth 
may be rightly Stated ; Thele contradictions, 
as well as his Approving and Recommend- 
ing the Firſt Paper, then ſubſcribing it, and 
yer with the greateſt virulence expoſing it ; 
may ſerve inſtead of a Demonſtration, that 
how 1urprizing foever they. may be in ano- 
ther, they ought not to be ſo in him : And. 
that his late ſeeming T ergiverſations, Wind- 
wigs and Turnings are not.jo much to be 


heeded, but that ſtill. his Judgment is to be 
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To the Reader. 


meaſured by what he has ip. his Anti-Sozgo, 
and muſt be {o, until he R etraFs-and Am 
ſwers 1t. 
To which I will add, that I am of Q- 

inion, the Anthor of the Letter doth not 
urge Mr. lſops Autbarity, but bis Reaſons, 
whick-are-it'muſt-be-owne#= a: Solid Con- 
futation of thoſe Errors, in Mr. Williams's, 
to which they are oppoſed. For Mr. AL 
ſops ARing the Part of a Fickle man in for- 
ſaking the Faith he qnce Preached, ;cannotin 
the leaſt weaken thoſe Arguments, whofe 
ſtrength lyeth in their Conformity unto, and 
Agreement*with the ſacred Texr. Bur not- 
withſtanding the many different ſhapes he 
ſeems to have afſum*d, I'll hope the beſtof 
him; that he has not Abandoned thoſe Prin- 
ciples {o- fredy own'd 'and ſtrenuoufly pro-- 
ved by him, m: his Anti-SozF0, and that 
therefore the: Letter is Juftly Stiled, A. Con- 
futation of ſome of Mr. Wilkams*s Er ors by 
the Reverend Mr. 
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PUBLISHER 


TO THE T- | | 


READER. 


TH E Author being per fey unknown un- 
[ 

to me, 1 can give no other Character of 
bim than what he bas grven of bimſelf in this 
Letter, However, 1 muſt do him Jujtice in de- 
ſoring thee zo Correct one conſiderable miſtake 
in Pag. S. line 3. and for | what hath Infa- 
tuated an Allop, ] read L_ bath Influ- 
enced an Allop. | 


To the Reverend 
Mr. Dame! Bureeſſe. 


Sikh 


HE Matters in Difterence between Mr. Dan/c/ 
Williams, and his Oppolers, as we gather out 
of his Books, compared with what hath bcen 
Written againſt him, is not 2s has been Repre- 

{ented to us, meerly about Words, and Differeat Modes of 
Expreſſion ; but about Thizgs of the Neareſt Concern- 
ment to our Sa/vatioz: And the Menage of the Conteſt, 
on our part, ſo odd, that unleſs our Brethren in the City, 
do Dire#ly, and with Great Plainn-ſs, Teſtify againſt the 
Errors found in his Wr:tixgs, the Seandal, under which we . 
ſhall all tall, will, with its Conſequences, be much greater 
than the Wiſeſt of us can Forelee; Though, God knows, 
it is already ſuch, as makes us ſink in the Eſteem of Men 
of Good Learning and Sobriety, For, Sir, the Errors he 
hath vented. if they are not the /zme with, they ate fo 
like to the Impious Opinions af S9cinwe, 1n ſeveral Points, 
that the more Exact our Examination t5g, the more apt we 
are to take *em1 for Sociniaz ; or, atlealt, for what is Ad- 
juſted to Prepare th: Way for their more Kind Reney 
B an 
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and Entertainmevt. And to ſpeak Impartially, He hath, 
with an Induſtry Unparallel, and with all the Art and Cur. 
zing, together with an Heretical Freecom of Sayizg and 
Unſaying ; of Subſcribing and Renouncing, as it is for his 
Purpole, one while appearing in the Light, and again ta-« 
king his turns in the Darker Shades; Gained ; he has, 
I ſay, gain'd ſuch an Interett among(t our Brethren in Bz- 
ſhops gatesſtreet, as to Conciliate {ſome to his Notions, 0- 
ters to his Perſon, arid all of *'em to AQt, as if they 
wcre entuely of his Mind: And is it not wonderful to 
Gbierve, t:cw aimoſt all of you arc wheedled into a Silence, 
ard Conſcquertly into a Tacit Approval ot what you 
&bhor, by « Man, that Excceds not his Brethren, eicher 
in Learnirg, or Vertue, or any thing elſe that can, with- 
out a Bluſh, be ſo much as mentioned; and who is no 
more, ror no longer ours, than his Intereſt, which made 
him to be ſo, dcth Irflucrce; For He is as much, and no 
more a Presbyterian, than the Preſent Controverſy is a- 
bout Church. Diſcipline, which Repreſecntation,ke has made 
ct it, is as Remote trom Truth, as his Heart was from V:i- 
0, with the Corgregational Brethren, when he declared, 
That nh:!1ſt he Liv'd, he would have nothing to ao with 
them, Fer, although he has got an Advantage from the 
Independents abſenting themſelves from the Monadaj- Veet- 
ing in Biſhops: ate-ſtreet, which he has Improved to the Per- 
ſuad:ing Divers of -our Number to believe, that they have 
wickedly Deſigned, and are Craftily Endeavouring the 
Subverſionof our Church- Government, yer it 1s as mant=- 
feſt as the Light at Noon, That He is moſt Incefſant in his 
Labours to Poſſeſs us with an Opinion, That He is a Pres- 
byterian, for no other Ends than to take you off from a Se- 
vere Examination of his Writings, and from your gtving 
a Juſt and Neceſſary Teſtimony againſt his Errors, where- 
iN he hath been ſo ſucceſsful as to Prevail with moſt of 

you 
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you to Joyn with him in the Cry, that the Differences 2. 
mongſt you,are only about ſome Late Invented Terms and 
Phraſes, or Peculiar Modes of Exprefiion, or Methods of 
Explaining the Truths, in which you are, as to the Syb- 
itance, Agreed; Or, at moſt, about Tything the 44zzr, 
Aniſe and Cummin of Religion, {o Remote are they from 
afteting the weightier matters of Faith, whence it's com- 
monly Demanded, To what purpoſe is there ſo- much: 
Noiſe and Pother made ? What hath Mr.'W:{:ams done ? 
Of what Nature are the Errors; 'with which he is Charg- ' 
ed ? Why are they not Aſſigned ? They have becn Aft- 
ſigned, firſt by [ix Independent Miniſters in a Paper ſent to 
your Meeting in B:iſhopſgate-ſtrtet, Then by Mr Chauxc y, 
in his Neozomianiſm Unmaskd; Afterwards by Mr Lobo, 
ina Paper delivered to ſeveral of our Brethren, as in che 
late Hiſtory of the Union, 'p. 28. But that you may lee 
what provokes me, I will, without' Exaggeration, fet 
down ſome of his Erroneous Opinions, in his 0 wn words; 
Show their Agreement with the Teners acvanced by the 
Enemies to Chriſt's. Truths, and how ſtrenuouſly the 
Learned and Reverend. Father 4!/op, has, in'his'4»ſwer to 
a Sxcinanizing Gentleman, I mean in his A»##-Sozzo, con- 


Oo 


futed Mr. Williams. 


SefF. I. About the Eternity of the Death threatned againſt 
The Notion Mr. W:;«ms hath Eſpouſed ahout the Eter- 
nity of the Threatned Puniſhment, isſuch as the Diſciples of 
Epiſcopius, and Men of the Racovian Twanz, have, in their 
Attempts to ſubvert. the DoCtrine of Chriſ®s Satis/ ation, 
Advanced, For, as theſe Gentlemen do make the Threat- 
ned Death, in its firſt Conſideration to be Frernal, as ſuch; 


ſo doth He ; whence it follows, That Chrilt col not -_ 
er 


ter the Panifhment, we Deſeryed, becauſe that was  Eter- 
nal Death ; and Chriſt's Syfferings were but - for a T im: 
So Svcizns, 1n Crelliws,.. Id quod nos patimerebamur erat mors 
#terna, quam Chriftus nec ſuſtinuit, nec ſuſtinere, Decreto 
Dzivino obſtante Potuit. Crel. Reſponſ. ad Grot. Cap. g. Par- 
tic. 1. And Curcelleus, Chriſtus non eſt Paſſus martem #ter- 
nam, qu. erat Pozna. Peccato Debita. - Nam pancis tentnns 
boris in Cruce pependit,. & tertia die Reſurrexit ex mortars, 
quod nultam cum eternitate Proportionem habet.. . Relig. Chris 
ſto Iuſtit. lib, 5. cap. 19.Sedt.16. And (0, 


Mr. Williams, 


T he p Theeatning of the Lay was Eterna] Death, az Eternal, | 
Eternity was an Ingredient in the Mifery, of Every 'Sinner-. 


Man made Right. p. 14, | 
143 BY © , LN Father Alſop. 


«d; | | 1B UBT bone CHI tft 3 4 Ty 
. * Letnone fay, if Chriſt bore the Paxuſament due to ſin, 
© he muſt ſuffer Etcrnal'Death, ſeeing no leſs was due to. 
© our Tranſgreſſions: For, (1.) The Eternity of Pua;ſþ- 


*2#t, is only due to Sin by Accident, as it is found in a 
* (Finite, Perſon, who being not able to bear at Oxce, or in the 
* Longeſt time, that Math, which his Sins have Demert- 
* ted, Divine Juſtice Exatts of him an Exerzity of Suffer: 
* iag.; (2.) Whereas {in :is. only Infinite, or-of Infinite 
* Demerit, Gbjedive, as committed againſt - an J»- 
* fiaite God : The Sufferings of. Chriſt are alſo [aſinite Syb. 
* jectire, - being the Suffterings of that Perſon, wha is God, 
*tho not 4 God ; and therefore Chriſt jn a Finite Time, was 
* Abk to give /»fz//c Satisfattion, Aati-S92 79, p. 596. _ 
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$&2,1I. 'The Next Point is about a Chee of the Penal 
Sandton of the Lew. An Error of ſuch a Nature, as hath 
a Fatal Influence on our Miniſtry, and the Lives and Corts 
verſations of Men. For, if the Penal Santtion of the Law 
be changed for another, an Evangelieal, and leſs Severe 
Threatning, then it muſt unavoidably Follow, that the Vew 
Threatning cannot be againlt any but fuch as are Tranſgre(- 
ſors of that Law, to which it is Anagexed, and the Eternal 
Curſe only againft them, who do not io far Obey it, as to 
get a Right and Title unto Glory ;- fo that Original Sis, 
which was ccommitred Anrecedently to the giving of :hi 
Law,falls noc under its Lafh,. and the Od Sa»#:0x being 
VYacated,we who are only under the New,not a Man of us is 
Iyable vnto wrath upon.1t's Account ; Nor doth any ether. 
Sin but Final Impenitence, Regnant Fiyporrifie and Unbelief 
expoſe the Soul 'to-Gods Curſe. The Drunkenueſs, the 4- 
4ultery, the Murder of a Devid, the Hypocrifie, the Lying, 
the Pirjnry,the Envy, the Malice, and whartfia ſoever-elic is, 
in Mr. 4; Opinion, conliftent 'wath the Truth of 
Grace, tho in the Loweft Degree, falls not under the 
Corſe of the Gofpel. If theſe Abominations are Commit- 
ted by fome of his $4/#rs, they cannot make *em liable to 
Gods: Wrath, nor to any -Curfe at all, if what he ſaich'be 
rue. | For the:'Preaching of the 0/4 Lew, for-Conviftion 
of fin, is a Crime ; As if the Apoſtle Paw/, when he aid, 
Curſed is every one, that continueth not in all things, which 
wwre Written in the Book of the' Law, to do-them, Gal. 3. 10. 
And'when he 'Cryed out, Pomw.'7. 9. 1 wes alive without 
vhe'Luw once, bix whenithe Commandment came' Sin Re- 
wiyd.'and-1{ Dd ; had been'et 'thar time, under the O/d 
"Jewiſh Diſpenſation ;* For we have, with Mr. Will:ems,-c0 
other I:aw to Preach for Convidt;on of fin, but the New 
Gfpel Dan, 6 Po: Z 
AWE C Sir, 
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. Sir, that Þ- abuſe not his Heughty Leader of our Bre- 
'thren, I will Prove, that Crellizs, and He are one in this O- 


pinion ; and thar he differs from Father A//op. 
. 34A | 
Crellias, Mr. Williams. 


I. Cre/ius, That under the Goſpel there are 4batements of 
Gods Anger againſt fin, that moſt diretul Sanftion, Curſed is 
every one that continueth not to do all things,as in Gal.z.10.Deut. 
27. 26. Istaken away, and that ſofter one, He that Belteverh 
nor, ſhall be Damned, ſet up in its Place Sub Evangelio ſuſtulit 
ſeveriſfimam illam Legis, Moſaice ſanttionem, Maledictus omnzs, 
Cc. Gal. 3-10. &c. Dent. 27. 26. Loco ejus hanc Reponens,qu: non 
credit, &c. Mar. 16. 16. John 3.18, 36. Crel. de Deo Lib. r. 
Cat. 23. But ſecondly, Mr. Widiams expreſſeth himſelf 
as cleverly in his Pref. ro Geſpel Truth Stated. * The 
* Goſpel hath another Sandton to the Preceptive Part of the 
'* Law, than the Covenant of works: had. Tho nothing. be 
'* Abated in the Rule of Sin, and Duty, yet Bleſſings are Pro- 
-* miſed to Lower Degreesof Duty. He alſo tells us, that the 
 Threatxing is not againſt Every Degree of Sin ; ſo in the Ve- 
Fence of Goſpel Trath, p. 30. * The Goſpel Law doth not.: De: 
© noance Death for the /ame firs, as Adams Law did; That 
;* Law threatned Death for the /eaſ? for, yea, for one ſin. - But 
.* the Goſpel 7hreatevs' Death not for every ſin—— Molt of the 
- threatnings.in-rhe Bible, that refer-to the State of Souls are. 
5 Evangelical threatnings. They are not by the Sandtion of 
© the Law' of: Zenxcence, -but of Goſpel Grace ———Every 
.*Threatving uſed by God as an Argument to Converſion, ' is 
itn Goſpel. Threatayng. :Goſpel Ti ruth, P- 133, 134- There is a 
;* Legal Preaching, which is oppoſed to the Goſpel ; and this 


++xndeed isaCrzme; And to that this Chapter Refers; 


. 


Then he ſets it down as a 77#th, © That the Legal-Preachingg 
4's A * which 


HE Ends 
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| Fil m7] | ; ol 
Which is a Crime,-3s to Preach the Law as a Covenant of 71 
Frocency, or Works - | 


A The Real Difference between' Di- 
for Cr. and himſelf, is, * Whether it be Lega/(in the Culpa- 
© ble Senſe) to threaten ſuch Penalties, as are ſhort of Dam- 
* zation, againſt ſuch Offences as are Confitent with Sincerity, 
* and yet avoidable by Serious Care and Diligence, This he 
denies, It is not Legal Preaching (/airh he) in a Culpable 
Senſe, to tþreaten ſuch Penalties, as are ſhort of Damnation, 
againſt ſuch Offences as are Conſiſtent with Sincerity. But 
to Threaten theſe Sz5 with Damaation, . that is Legal Prea- 


ching, which muſt not be endured; And'wh muſt not the 
$723 which a Believer, conſiſtently. with Sincerity, commits, 


be threatned with Damnation 2 _ The Reaſon 'is Manifeſt. 


The Sani#ion of the Law of Junccence, which did threaten 


the leaſt Sin, Every Sin with Damnation, is vacated, and 
made void: And the Goſpel :hreatens Damnation againft none 
but them who Die in F:nal Unbilief, and Impenitence; But 


. what Sins are, or rather, what Sins (doth he think) are not 


conſiſtent with Sincerity 2 - I prefiume he can't be' of Opint» 


on, that Ly:ng, or Falſe Accuſing, Reviling, or Reproachi 
his [anocent Brethren, or a&ting the Part of a Delator, or /- 


riſb Evidence, are inconſiſtent -with Sincerity ; and-therefore 


lefs Abominations, if commizred by himſelf, 


-1t-muſt be a Sin to threaten Damnation 2painſt theſe-Harnty 


7 Sir, This is ſuch a Peice of Antinomianiſm, a Dofrine fs 


Licentious and vile, yea, ſuch a Conſecration of the moſt 
Villanous Practices, that it Amazes 'the 'moſt Solid and 
GraveDivines amongſt us,to underſtand, that not: a man of you 
hath the Courage toWitneſs againſt this Mans Abominations. 
What ! when the Foundations are ſtruck at ? Tolook on, be 
filent and revile them, who are hardy enough to write a+ 


gaiaſt this Man! What can the Orthodox Diyines of the 
Chnrch of England, Scotland, and bejong, the Seqs, or what 


«5 1:2 Wl 
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Sal PR} think of thefs things ® Whit 13 1t that hues 
up the Mor 


| _ beconie Advetates for a Man who Publiſheth 
Tuch Liceptions and Liberrive Privciples as theſe? Nowon- 


Ecerhity Was abIpgregient ddco'rhc miſeryof - 


" every 
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© every Sinner, and can be removed by nothing but the 
* Langivers Diſpenſing there vith; upon Coxſtaerations equals 
* ly Vindicatins the G.ory, as this Eternity of <inners i or- 
« ments would do. Man made Richt. p 14. 
Note, the Di/penſation is of the Penalty to be ſufkcred, 
and not only as to the Perſo tuffering. 


Father A!/op, 


© I wou'd obſerve, 1 hat he ſuppoſeth God to have D;/- 
* penſed with the Moral Law: which is News to ine, and I 
confeſs I donot believe it, nor thall I, til I have ic con- 
firm'd. Some Errors, though Sp:calztrve, are Daimna- 
ble. and ſich may this Prove lor, if we, like Foils, Gog- 
gled in with the Rhetorical Divinity of this Age, ſhould 
Trutt to Gods 4batements of bu Law; and at laſt it 
ſhould Prove, That Goa Loved &izhteouſneſs, and Hated 
Tniquity, as ſuch, we were ina molt Wretched, Milera« 
ble and Undone ConJtion, meerly by 1 ruſting to [zdu/- 
gence ————-- How mich.of this Law. God will Diſpexſe 
with, what Parr o! it, or what D:grees of the Violation 
of it, 15to me unknown; and i' «wich azy, whether he 
may not Poſſibly Diſfgence with ti:e whole by the ſame 
Reaſon, 1s more than our Autioc's Principles can inform 
me. ...He that may D//{p-»ſe wi.ti-One Part of it, May with 
an «ther, and ſo of the Reſt. For, where to ſtop, orpur 
. Bounds tg fuch a Dyſpenſution as comes from the Grace of 
Goa,  is-very Inicoffible to. Deterimive, unleſs weknew the 
true Bounds of God's Grace. Ant: $9220, p. 687, 688, 


= i... Mr. Willams 

' © Though Nothing He Abated, in the Rule. of Sin, . and 
© Duty,, yet B/-{inzs arepromiſed to Lower Degrees of Daty, 
Pref. to Go/p. Tr. p. 6. D Fa- 


[ 10 ] 
Father Alop. 


©I do not finÞthat God has Abated any thing of his Le, 

* hut 1s as JICremprep as ever; For, [ D» this ana Liv], 
* Kiuthing we,” p eaſe God, Teſs than Exatt and Pertect Obe- 
* dience; tho 1n th? Covenant of Grace, He is p/:aſed to ad- 
* mit a2v:her, a Mediator to ao it for B:itrvers :; I would 
* rather he wouid hear the Reverend and Learaed Biſhop 
© Reymotde, upon Pſal. 110.p. 492. In point of Validity, or 
* Invat'c 'y, there can be but five things ſaid of the Lav. 
Or. Either tt moſt be Obeyed, ana that it ts not, Rom, 3. 23, 
* Or, 2; /t muſt be Execiuted upon Men, or the Curie, and Pe- 
*paliy thrrerf be Ir fl tted ; and that it is not neher, Rom. 
*$ 1. Or, 3. [tm {tbe Abrogated, or txtinguiſhed ; ad 
*rhitit is not neither , for Acaven and Earth ſhall fooner 
* paſs away, -. .—— Or, 4 I: muſt be Moderated, axd that it 
© can't be neith*er : For, Tas Irflexible, and Ore jor, or [it. 
*tle'mr/t117. tbe Abarry Or, Laſtly, Tbe Law ze ſei Re- 
* main'np;; the: Or ization thireaf motwithſtindens, mf 
© towards ſuch, or {uct P:rftns,” be {o far ok Dent 
* withel 75 that aSurtty [h 1's :\dmirred ———#dbrh to Do 
6 all he Diriwves, 427 ft yur all the Cuces of” the La V, 8 
*b-hilf' of r:ar Pi: ſon, who in Rigor ſhould hive done, or 
*\uTrced'o Hf; /o a7 be Lay mor One Toll) or Title there. 
"i of is abrogmed; 12 v7 15d of ch-Obligarion, thre con- 
Crain's, but ty ave a” Reconciled in Chriſt, Thus far Fa- 
ther 2//pp in his An»: yon; p. 216,217 who harh Ce1- 
red it, C arthere ve 1 4a ments in the Law', no D!ſ- 
perſiao, either 2 1th tie Commanament, or with rhe Penel y, 
bur or lv as to the Pertin.” "And Gror:ws has Evinced, That 
thougi:.1. be =N.artal unro Puniſhmeat,. that it befor Sin, 
yet is ir not Efferitial nnto ir, that it be on the Perſo», that 
fnne4 ; and-the Learned Biſhop adds (as I have it, page 
thy 0% 
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396,397.) * That in the Firſt Covenant wo were to do it in 
our owa Perſons ; in the Second.Chrilt is appointed, a d al- 
* lowed to do.it for ws.. He. fulfilled Aiithe Obligations if 
*the Law; the DutteS thereof by Ave brdrence, in his 
© Life, and the Clitfrs thereof by Paſſive. Obrarence 1n his 
© Death. One more, Father A!ſop.- 1hough God hath nat 
6 4bated of his Law, yet he hath Acmitted a S»rery, cailed, 
* therciore the Surety of the Covenant... AtH-$02. 1. 699« 


f 


i 


| . _ | Mr..Villiams. | : 


* The Goſpe/-Law doth not Denounce Death for the ſame 
* Sins as {das Law did, that-Lev threatoed Death 'or the 
* L:*aft Sin,::yea, for One Sin ; but the. Goſpel :9reatens Death, 
* not for Every Sin. Def of Goſpel-Truth, p z0 Well then, 
ſceing the Goſpel-Law doth. not threate:: Death. agatolt E- 
very Sin, and the threatning.ot: 42's Lay is v.cated, or 
at leait Diſpenſca with, Every Sin delcrves 1.0. Death. For 
though the Def-1t: of, and Oui;parion. to Prniſhmeat, are 
D:ſtint; an4 the Oblig:uon may be.wige there 15 no 
D.icrr, yet wherever the D-/exc;1s .chere tin Pan bment i 
are, and the Perion obliged ro underyo 18. tit by an Apis 
cation of C h; itt*s Blood, that Obligation be D fT 1y?d. 1 he 
Sins which a:e Ce mmitted, and Neferve Puniſhment, if 
thy Otl:ge rot thereunto, there 15 no ##d, if tiiere 15 no 
R- m tor Pardon, which iyeth ina Iiſſolving the Ob'iga- 
tion , For, where there is no Obligation, there can be no 
Difſolving it ; and where no / hr-arnve,.. there no Obligatt. 
on ; for an Obligation to Puniihmeiit, is by Vertue of rhe 
Threa:ning of the Law. Thus, he mull hold, {har na 
Sins but Final Unb-lief, and Impenitence, talling under.the 
Threatnings of the Goſpel-Law, can need a Pardon ; and: 
theſe he allows ſhall never be. Pardoued, or at leaſt thoſe - 


Sins, which are confiſtent with Siacerity, or the Imperte- 
: tions 


Lan 3 
I 
tions of our Faith, Repentance and Obedience, need not a 


Pardon, becauſe they fall under no Law- Threatning, againſt 
which Notion I may Juſtly ſet down what hath been Aﬀer- 
ted by, 


Father Al!/op. 


© God is by Natnre a Holy God ; as he is Governour of 
the World, he is a Righreows Judge. Sin is both contrary 
to his Holy Nature, and his H:ly Law : And therefore asa 
Holy God he Cannet but 4:e Sin; as a Rightenms Judge he 
cannot but Perf Sin : And becauſe this Sin is Inherent 
in, and Comm:tted by Nan, God hates the Sinner upon 
the account ot his Siz ; his Per/cz, and his Beft Services 
are an Abomination to the T,ord. From Heace it follows, 
11at Sin beine a Trarſgreſſion of the Law, in its Preceptive 
Part, renders the S/nner Guilty, that is, Dbnortous, and 
Lfable to zhe Law in its Sanction, to the Puniſhment. 
Now this Righteornrs Judge will certainly Charge the 
Guilty Sfhtier with the! Penaley Due to his Stfnt Bur 
there is a way /onund out, That he may not Impute to Sin- 
ners theic Traſpafſ.s, ——-— which is by Chriſt ; and, 
as be adds, by h's being Made Sin for w. Anti-Sozzo, 
Pp. 631, 


A a @ © «a «a =» «aA A a 6a a > 3A 


Mr. Williams, 


* That Lega/ Preaching, whi-h is a Crime, is to Preach 
© the Law as 4 Covenant of Tynccency, or Works Ee 
* very Threatuing uled by Gog to Converſion is a Goſpel 
* Threatning. Goſpel Truth ſtated, *p. 222, and 133, 134. 
So that it's /1f%! to endeavonr. to Convince Men' of their 
Sin and Miſery, by Preaching to'them the Law of Works, 
that is to fay, das Lav 5 bur we thult confine our ſelves 

wholly 
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wholly unto the Go/pe! Law, the very Error held by As: /co- 
la Iſebins, the Autinomian, and Confuted by Luther. 


Father Alſop. 


© The Law is God's Law, and when it witneſſes to a fin« 
ner, it witneſſes home, convixces him of the Peyfet? Ho- 
line{s of that God, who gave the Law ; of the Peremp- 
torineſs of God, in not Abatzmg One Jot, or Title of the 
Law - of the ſonners after Inability ro Come up to the De» 
mands of the Law , and theretore the utter Impoſſibility of 
being Juſtified by the Law ; of the Severity of God's 
Juſtice in Punilhing the Violaters of his Law and there. 
tore unleſs he can find azo her Righteouſneſs, he muſt xt- 
terly periſh. *Tis true, the Law ſpeaks its Old Language 
ſtill, Do rh4s, aud live ? bur then it ſpeaks it only ro thoſe 
who are upon the Bottom of Innocency ; for to a Tranl- 
geeſſo?, its Larg«eze 1s, Curſed 1s every one that contt- 
nueth not in all things, 4»iz-Sozz9, p. 544 Tn Kom, 7. 
13. it's ſaid, I had not known ſin, exc-pt the Law had fad, 
rhou ſhalt not covet, From whence I Argue : By that 
Law, which ſays, 1 hou ſhalt no: cover, comes the Knows 
ledge of fin; Theretore by the Moral Law comes the 
K wowleioe of fin. The Major is the Anoſtle's own, in the 
place laſt Quoted 3 The W1nor needs no Proof, bur that a 
Man be able to Read the I ex Commandments, which is the 
Summ of the Mora! Law, the Tenth whereof is, T hou ſhalt 
not covet. Anti-S9220, P. 538. 

The Knowledge of Sin being by the Law, which faith, 
Thon ſhalt not covet, and which ſaith, The Max that cont = 
aueth not in all thiazs1s Accurled : That we may Convince 


A 


A 
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Men of their Sin, and Miſery, andof the Neceſſity of Be- 


lieving in the Lord Jeſus, that they may, by his Righteouſ- 
neſs, Receiv'd by Faith, be Juſtify'd ; We mnft Preach to 
E them 
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them this Law, and Denounce the Threatned Curſe there- 
of. This is the DoArine of Proteſtants, this the Do&rine 
Taught us by the cioly Apoſtles. On the other band, if 
with Mr. Williams, we mult confine our ſelves in our At- 
tempts to convince ſinners unto the Goſpel Law, how can 
we charge them with the Guilt of Original $S:z, or Threat- 
en Death againſt chem, tor any other fins, than their Un- 
belief and Impeaitence ? An Error ſo Grofs, ſo Abſurd 
and Pernicious to the Souls of Men, that ic becomes Every 
Good Man to Expreſs his Abhorrenceof it. 

Bur, as if the Delign was, That Men of our Way may 
Deſervedly fail uuder the Reproach and Scandal of Shelter- 
ing, *upporting, Aiding and Abetting a Real Antinomian, 
who, that he may cover his miſchievous Purpoſes, makes a 
frighcful Out-cry againſt Antinomianiſm, nota Man of our 
Number bur our ſelf, that T know, Oppoſes them, fo far as 
tolie under the Rage of theſe /nar/rag Scriblers. 


Set. III. Of Procaring and Purchaſing the Covenant of 
Grace, - ; : 


One Great Point in Controverſie between the Peformed 
C/urches, and the Remonyſtrants, was, Whether Chritt by his 
Death did Procure, Purchaſe and Merit a New Covenant of 


Grace The Remonſirants Poſitively Aſhravd, That Chriſt. 


did by the Merit of his Death, aud Satisfadtion, Procure and 
Ena& a Covenant of Grace with ſinners. The Reformed 
Churches, in Oppoſition unto them, were as Expreſs, ©That 
© Chriſt did not Merit the New Covenant of Grace, but that 
© he was the chief Bleſjing of this Covenant, Promiled in Gey. 
3. I5. from whom all other Covenant Bleilings, ſuch as 
Reconciliation with God, Remiljion of. Sins, and Eternal 
Life did as from their Fountain flow ; That God in Renews- 
Ng tizs Covenant with Abraham, Jjaac, Jacob, David, and 

the 


c 
« 
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* the other Patriarchs and Prophets, inthe Old Teſtament, did 
* firſt make mention of .Chriſt, as the Seed, in whom their 
* Poſterity, rogether with all Nations, are Bleſſed. That in 
* regard hereunto it is, that Chriſt is called a Medrator of 
© the New Covenant, Heb. 8.6. ch. 9.15. ch. 12.24. For 
the Mediator of the New Teilament, and the Promiſe of this 
Mediator, muſt belong to the New Covenant of Grace. Fudzc. 
Theol. Exteror. de auing; Artic.Sinod. Dordrech. Exhib. an. 161 y. 


pag. 117, 118, 


Now it muſt be yeilded, That a Great Deal t::rns on this 
Point ; for ſrom this Notion of the Remonſtrants, it doth, faith 
the Learned YVoetius (Selef. Diſp. Theol. Par. 2. (not pag.t 33. 
as Mr. Lob5, in his Defence, p. 2.3. cites it) but pag. 233, &c. 
follow, © That Chriſt was not zr«ly our Sporſor ; That he did 
* not ſuffer in our Place and Stead ; nor did he in a proper ſenſe 
* Purchaſe, Merit, or Procure any Bleſſings for us: which, is, 
we know, Socinianiſm all over ; notwithſtanding which Mr. 
1ilams falls in entirely with it ; but Father Ai/op as bravely 
Oppoles it. 


Mr. Williams. 


« Still remember, that the Merits of Chriſt are the Canfe 
© of this Goſpel Ordination; [viz. of this Covenant of 
* Grace] Pref. to Goſp. Tr. ſtat. p. 9. Chriſt by his Righteoufneſs 
* did not only Purchaſe a Conditional Grant of the Saving Et- 
« fefts ; (viz.) that Propoſition, He that believes ſhall be ſaved. 
Goſpel-Truth, P.39. And, in his Man made Righteous, p.103. 
* Chriſt by 7s Blood Purchaſed the better Covenant with 
* all its benefits. 


Fa- 
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Father Alſop. 


* We have heard of Procuring, Meriting, Founding a Co- 
venant, but not a SwWatle of Evidence. Anti-Sozzo, p. 716. 
I find frequent Aiſertions of this Doctrine, That the Co- 
venant of Grace is Owing fro, Procured by, Founded on the 
Ob-dience of ChriſPs Life, and the Sac! ifice of 51s Death-o=— 
and yet I cannot find any Prof; and therefore (till I ſee E- 
iidence to the contrary) I ſhall take it for granted that the 
Covenant cf Grace 1S ow1Ing to, founded on, and given forth by 
that Free Grace of God, trom which it is Juſtly Denominat- 
ed a Covenant of Grace, though the Intervention of a Med;- 
ator, ſuch a Mediator, was Abſolutely neceſſary to put us in- 
tothe 4ctual Poſſeſſion of thoſe Rich Mercies Deſigned for us 
by God in the Covenant ; which Mediator himſelf is owing 
zo, founded on that Covenant of Grace; and therefore tle 


' Covenant of Grace 1s not founded upon him. Auti-Soxzo, p. 


£86. See Page 705, fromline 15, &c. Audp. 718, © Chriſt 
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cannot be the Foundation of the Covenant, becauſe Chri/t 
himſelf is Promiſed in the Covenant, as the Great Compre- 
henſive Bleſſing of the Covenant. £/a 49. 8.9. He tells 
us, That God tor Chriſts take has entred intoa Covenant, 
made a Covenant, his Righteouſneſs and Obedience have 
procured 2 Covenant, are the: Mer7ztorious caule of a Cove- 
nant; when the rotal Summ of all is no more than this, 
that God has Promiſed to Pardon, and fave us if we believe 
and obey the Goſpel, tho we obey not Perfectly, p. 695. 


$-c. IV. Of the Nature of the Covenant of Grace. 


Mr.l17/:ams, thohe hath ſuck*d in Arminian Notions, could 


never poll:fs himſelf of A4rmiz;an Accuracy and Learning, and 
tho he was given to Books ever ſince he was five Years Old, 


and 


- 
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and Regularly Admitted into the Miniſtry at eighteen, 
ſo Great his Proficiency in Divinity as not only to Attone 
for what would have been in another an Irregularity, but 
to make it very Regular, yet ic muſt be acknowledged thar, 
in his haſt ro the Theological Engliſh'Syfem, he skip'd over 
his Logick, as 1s manifeſt from the Deſcription he hath given 
of the Covenant of Grace, which he doth with a great Deal 
of Forwality, and Pomp. For Placing himſelt in his Do- 
Etors Chair, He very Gravely Asks; 


Q. What is th: Covenant of Grace? Andin Anſwer he faith, 
© By Covenant of Grace I mean, the (Uay that God hath 
< M2datned to. Apply to Sinners that Salvatton, which 1s 
< Prepared.by Chriſt, and which he wflt Enabie the Elr to 
< Comply with; .which being ro the Queſtion Qz1i4 $:e,one 
might reaſonably Expect to find: in it ſomewhat of the 
Nature of a Covenant in Genera}, and whatdoth in ſpecial 
conſtitute it a Covenant of Grace. But nota word of theſe _ 
things ; not a word of the Gez»s of the thing defined ; 
nor bt it's Sp-cifick Difference,” or of what is Proper and 
Peculiar to the Covenant of Grace, Diſtinguiſhing it from 
other Covenants. * Ir is (faith he) a way Ordaized of God. 
* fo Apply Salvation unto Sinners. But doth the Word {a3 Þ 
denote to us any thing of , the Nature of a Covenant, or 
what word in the whole Anſwer Import what is Pecutiar 
to'a Covehant of any kind or ſort? Here is a Covenant, 
which,” 1d far as we can Judpe of it, is without any Par- 
ties Covenanting, yea, without any PaRt, or Agreement, 
or Terms and Conditions ; and may ' as aptly Contain 
init theNature of what is Diſtin& fromaCovenantof Grace, 
as, well as the Natore of fuch a Covenant. And it I Gueſs 
Right, the Account he gives of the Covenant ot Grace in 
Particulſer is much the ſame with what the Gentlimen at 
Racow, give of Religio1 in General, which is in theſe 

| F words, 
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words, Religio Chriſtiana eſt Uia a Deo per Jeſum Chriſtam 
Monttrata, virameternam Conſequendi, and who can with 
any tolerable Appearance of Reaſon fay. that the Chriſtian 
Religion 1s not the Way, that God hath ordained ro Apply 

to Sinners that Salvation, which is Prepared by Chrift ; 

and which he will Enable the. Ele& to Comply with? The 

ſame may be ſaid of Preaching the Word, of Faith in Chriſt, 

of the Beſſ-d Sacraments, and the like things of another 

[:ind. For, theſe are ways, Ordained of God to Apply ſal- 

vation unto Sirners, - and according to .this Definition 

(ſeeing cu7 comvenit Definitio,et Conventt et Definitum ) they 

cauſt all of them be Covenants of Grace, .. Now, if Faith 
be the Covenant of Grace, what is it's Condition ? If the 

Sacraments he the Covenant of Grace, what are it's Seales ? 

This is one Specimen amongit many of Mr. iliams his Pro- 

jovnd $Kill in Logict; I ſay amongft many other which in 

Faithifl Rebuke's, High Applaules of the man, and Rude. 
Demands, may Provoke ſome one or other to expoſe ; and 

and the rather, if Poſſible,to Provolke the more Learned and. 
Grave Fathers of ourway, to Conlider what manner of 
man it is, to. whoſe Condutt rhey have tamely ſubmitted 

themſelves. Se; 


+ 


But to make the moft of what he ſaith, of theGoſpelCove- 
nant in this chaprer, it amounts i0. no, more than, that, the. 
Remiſſion of Sins 1: Promiſed to Faith and Repentance.z Qr. 
that the Benefits of the Covenant are Promiſ'd to, all. that 
ſubmit to the Terms of it. Goſpel Trurh. p. 68, 69. That 
the uſe.and Intereſt of Goſpel Conditions is, but in a Degree 
from the conformity of thera tathe, Preceptive Part of the 
Law, but chiefly from their Coxforwity to the Rnale of the 


Grace of the Promiſe, p. 5 8. ER OC OE WI 
How to Explain this Diſtinftion between the Rule pf the 
Precept ; and the Rule of the Grace of the Promiſe, I cannot 


ſee 


© and what he muſt not do. 
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ſee how it can be done-better than it is by Wolzogenias, 
one of the Fratres Paloni, who hath very. Fxpraly Deliver- 
ed the Soctnian (which I take to be Mr. Wzlliems his) 
Senſe, to this Effet. * In every well-conſtituted: Govern- 
* ment there are Lews, or Reles of Two ſorts, The Firſt 
* are ſuch as ſhow the Subje&s Duty, what he muſt do, 
Then there are Roles, 
*by which Rewards are Propoſed for the Encouragement 
© of Obedience- -- Hzc duo Legum gerere reperiuntur etiam 
* in Regni Chrifti— For Chriſt (faith he) is our Ring, 
© but /o that he is at«the ſame time ur Father and Fatthfuy 
« Paſtoz, His Fromz/es. are Limited' by certain Conditi- 
© ons; and yet theſe Conditions are not over-7igidly infiſted 
* on in thoſe Caſes, where ſomewhar of Js »oraxce, or other 
© Iyfirmities intervenes. The Prowiſe of Eternal Life Re- 
© quires an Obſervation of his Commaras ; but he knowing 
© our Frailties will not Impute to us our Daily Sins, if ſo 
© be there Remain in us a Stincere and Upright Heart , 
< True Repentance, and a Certain 3urpoſe of Amendment. 


Wotzog. Infirud. ad Util. Let. lib. N, T, cap. 4. & 6. 


That this is Mr. Witiams's Senſe appears clearly on an 
Obſerving how much he Inſifts on the Rale of the Grace of 
the. Promiſe, as it accepts of our Faith, Repentance, and fin- 
cere Obedience for the ſake of Chriſt, notwithſtandicg our 
many Frailties, Failings and Infirmities. | 


Mr. Williams. 


* The main of our Miniſtry conſiſts in preſſing Men to 
Anſwer the Rtfſe of the Goſpel, cc. Pref. to Goſp. Tr. 
P. 9. The Bleſſings promiſed on the - Conditions of the 
Covenant of Grace, are meerly of Grace : They be for 


another's ſake, and not our own, p. 57, The Goſpel 
* Pro» 
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© Promiſe being the Way which Chiritt Appoints 'to Dif- 
* pence Saving Benefirs to Sinners, muſt 'have the ſame 
; Rules with the Covenant of Grace :— This Gol. 
* pel promiſeth its Benefit to ſuch as do Believe —— It 
* Inveſts Believers in thoſe Saving Benefits, —p. 65, &c. 
This Covenant is the Way, &c. 


Father A!/op. 


* His Deſcription of the Covenant is this; 4 Promiſe 
* of the Pardon of Sin, and Eternal Life to thoſe, who bee 
© lieve, and obey the Goſpel. | A more full Deſcription than 
Mr. W:liams gives in his Anſwer to the Queſtion, What 
7s the Covenant of Grace ? yet ſaith Father A/ſop] * A De- 
* ſcription ſoliable to. Exceptions, that it Deſcribes neither 
-<the whole of the Covenwint, nor a New Covenant, nor 
* (upon the matter) any Covenant at all. | 


© x. This Deſcription gives us little, very littl2 of: the 
* True Covenant of Grace: For, (1.) Tho: he thinks to 
* put us oft with a Promiſe of Pardon, and Life to thoſe, 
* who believe and obey, the true Covenant of Grace, hath 
* given us a Promiſe of that Faith, whereby we may be- 
* eve, and of that * New Heart, whereby weare Enabled: 
*to obey the Goſpel. And firſt we' hwve a Premiſe: 
* of the Rizht Faith, made to -us in_the True Cavinart; 
* Jobn 6.37. Eph. 2.8. _— We have a Direct and Ex- 
' —_ Promiſe too of the New Heart, Ezek. 36. Heb, 
*8. 10, — 


2. © As it Deſcribes zot tht whole'of the Covenant,” fo it 
* Deſcribes not the Nature of a New Covtnant, &c. 


3. © Upon 
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3. © Upon the matter it's #9 Cover int of Grace at all, 
© For, (3.) A Promiſe of Pardoz and Life upon Condition 
* of, Believing and Obeying, 1s neither better, nor worſe than 
© 2 Threatning of Tondemnation and Death, to them who 
* Belzeve.not, and Obey nor. It may with equal right be 
© called a Threatning of Death ; as a Promiſe of Life : It's 
© no more a Covenant of Grace, than a Covenant of Wrath, 
© Anti-$0z30. P. 580, 581, &c. 


Thereare other Notions in the Writings of Mr. W;1;- 
«ws confuted by what 1s In Father A//op's Anti-Sozzo, which 
at this time I Forbeare to-mention, thoa Small Invitation 
will draw them out, and agreat deale more in Some Points 
of weight wherein he Ditfers from the moſt Emiment 
Reformers ; under whoſe ſhaddow according to his Deceit- 
full ways he Endeavours to ſhelter himſelf, whilſt it is 
his Unwearyed Labour to ſubvert the common Faith of 
Proteſtants. In the mean time I do ſolemnly P.oteſt 
( to uſe Father A/{ſop's own words) That as I have no 
Perſonal Quarrel with this Gentleman, ſo I have not 
willingly wronged his Diſcourſe in the ſmalleſt Tn- 
ſtance : The worſt I wiſh him, is, That he may Seaſona. 
bly Repent of his Injurious Dealing, and his Unworthy 
Taeatment of thoſe Perſons, who have Deſerved well of 
Religion and the Commonwealth of Learning, and not ill 
of himſelf, particularly of his Ungenteel, not to ſay Unkind 
and Unchriſtian Carriage towards that Learned, chat Ho. 
ly,-that Modeſt and Humble Mr. Sylveſter, between whom 
and Mr. Baxter he Sneakingly, and with Unmanly Flatte- 
ry, worm'd himſelf into the Good Old Gentleman's Opi- 
nion, and by unwearied Begging, Prevail'd to be the Man 
to ſupply his Abſence at Pinmers-Hall LeQure, to the End 
he might make his way the more Plain and Eaſy for = 
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thruſting himſelf into the ſame LeAure on the Deceaſe of 
that Great and Gvod Man, and have the better opportu- 
nity to play thoſe Pranks he has ſince done, to the break- 
ing oncean Hopeful Union ; and according to his 1riſþ Pra- 
Aices, cauſe L1viſions amongſt you, to the great Diſhonour 
of God, the Reproach of Religion, the Ruine of Mens 
Souls, as weil as to the Grief of the moſt Godly, and Tri- 
umphot the Wicked and Profane. 


All that remains, were to do Right to your Merit, and 
to Teſtity the Eſteem I have for your Learning and Piety, 
tho wholly uuknown to you, but that I am informed there 
is a Perſcn, who hath out of Duty to God, Veneration for 
Holy Miniſters, and Kindnels to the Generation of the 
Righteous, undcrtaken it ; and who I doubt not will ex- 
pieſs the ſ-me concern tor the Vindication of your Paſtoral 
Wiidum and Conduct, as might be expeCted trom, 


S I R, 
Your Unworthy Brother, 


and Servant. 
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